
Nursing Specialization in Nurse Administrator 

Degree Type 
Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 

Admission Requirements 

Procedure for Admission to Master of Science in Nursing Programs 

Note: Not all Online Program offerings are available to residents of all U.S. states. Please contact an admissions 
representative for further information. 

The criteria to determine admission to the Master of Science in Nursing degree program include: 

• Completion of the application for admission 
• A bachelor's degree in nursing (BSN) from an accredited institution. 
• A cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale. 
• Provisional Admissions: South University College of Nursing and Public Health fosters diversity through a 

holistic provisional admission status for students with a GPA less than 3.0. 
◦ Applicants with a cumulative GPA of 2.75 -2.99 must receive a final course grade of B or better in all 

nursing courses for the first quarter to be fully admitted into the MSN program. 
◦ Applicants with a GPA between 2.50 and 2.74 will be considered for provisional admission with 

submission of a current resume and a letter explaining challenges faced in previous academic 
experiences. 

Students must receive a final course grade of B or better in all nursing courses for the first quarter to be fully 
admitted into the MSN program. 

Students who do not receive a final course grade of B or better in all nursing courses will have the provisional 
admission rescinded. There is no appeal for rescinding provisional status. 

• Submission of official transcripts from every college or university attended within 5 weeks of the class start 
date (refer to Conditional Acceptance). 

• A valid and unencumbered license as a Registered Nurse in all US states or territory in which the student is 
licensed, including the state in which the student completes all assignments and clinical rotations, for entry 
and maintenance of admission to the program. (Note that military, federal, and foreign educated nurses must 
meet their state/territory requirement for nursing licensure). 

For additional admissions information please see the admissions section here. 

Program Overview and Outcomes 

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 

The Master of Science in Nursing degree program (MSN) is designed to develop and enhance the knowledge and 
skills of registered nurses. It is also designed for those nurses who want to pursue advanced positions in today's 
challenging healthcare environment. The program, based on the American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
Master's Essentials, blends nursing theory with advanced practice concepts that prepare students to work within a 
healthcare organization or educational setting. 
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All applicants to the MSN program must hold a valid and unencumbered license as a registered nurse in all US 
states or territory in which the student is licensed, including the state in which the student completes all 
assignments for the program. (Note that military, federal, and foreign educated nurses must meet this state 
requirement for nursing licensure).  An unencumbered license(s) must be maintained throughout the program. 
 Additionally, all applicants must successfully complete a criminal background check and a drug screening. Clinical 
affiliation agencies may require additional personal testing. 

The program consists of five core courses and courses in an area of specialization in education, administration, 
informatics, and various nurse practitioner programs. Program includes practica and experiences in areas of 
specialization. 

Courses may be waived if the individual's master's transcript indicates that s/he has successfully completed the 
required course or its equivalent. Waivers and exceptions will be determined on the written request of individual 
students through a transcript analysis as determined by the Program Director, Chair, or College Dean. 

Program Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the program, students will: 

1. Synthesize current scientific research, theories, and concepts from nursing and other disciplines for application 
in advanced nursing roles. 

2. Collaborates directly with other healthcare professionals using various resources and technologies in various 
aspects of the advanced nursing leadership role. 

3. Model a professional leadership role to formulate comprehensive plans of action for ongoing contributions to 
healthcare systems improvement. 

4. Formulate a plan for ongoing contributions to improvement of healthcare delivery and development of health 
policy in a cost-effective manner. 

5. Demonstrate ethical and legal standards of practice in the decision-making process to assist with delivery of 
quality care associated with a specialty area of advanced nursing practice. 

Master of Science in Nursing (Specialization in Nurse Administrator) 

Offered at Online Programs. 

Note: Not all Online Program offerings are available to residents of all U.S. states. Please contact an admissions 
representative for further information. 

The 21st century nurse administrator will transform care of patients and communities through ethical nursing 
leadership that is evidence-based, outcome-oriented and focused on nursing excellence. The Master of Science in 
Nursing with a specialization in Nurse Administrator degree program at South University is designed to prepare the 
next generation of nursing leaders through innovative, blended coursework delivered online. The program is 
targeted to the working professional nurse who seeks to develop the knowledge, skills and abilities to practice 
within a role of leadership such as a Chief Nursing Officer, Associate Chief Nursing Officer, Director of Nursing or 
Nurse Manager. The student will complete 240 practicum hours during progression through the program. 

Program curriculum for the MSN with a Specialization in Nurse Administrator concentration includes key attributes 
from the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Essentials of Masters Education for Advanced 
Practice Nursing (1996), The American Organization of Nurse Executives (AONE) Nurse Executive Competencies 
(2005), and the American Nurses Association (ANA) Scope of Practice for Nurse Administrators (2009). 
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Specialization Program Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the program, students will: 

1. Develop strategic plans and systems which guides practices that support patient centered care for culturally 
diverse populations. 

2. Organize inclusive interprofessional relationships which assist in the development of innovative and effective 
care for diverse communities and settings. 

3. Construct quality improvement plans which integrate concepts of economics and fiscal stewardship in the 
leadership and management of a variety of healthcare settings. 

Master of Science in Nursing (Specialization in Nurse 
Administrator): 48 Credits 

Core 20 Credits 

Course Code Title Credits 
NSG5000 Role of the Advanced Practice Nurse: Transformational Leadership 

in Advanced Practice 
4.0 

NSG5002 Advanced Theoretical Perspectives for Nursing 4.0 
NSG5003 Advanced Pathophysiology 4.0 
NSG6002 Health Policy and Health Promotion in Advanced Nursing Practice 4.0 
NSG6101 Nursing Research Methods 4.0 

Specialization in Nurse Administrator: 28 Credits 

Course Code Title Credits 
MHC6306 Human Resource Management in Healthcare Organizations 4.0 
NSG6005 Advanced Pharmacology 4.0 
NSG6601 Managing Complex Healthcare Systems 4.0 
NSG6605 Quality Outcomes and Financial Management in Healthcare 

Organizations 
4.0 

NSG6620 Practicum I: Quantitative Skills in Nursing Administration 4.0 
NSG6630 Practicum II: Qualitative Skills in Nursing Administration 4.0 
NSG6999 Graduate Project in Nursing 4.0 

Note(s): 

*Students enrolled in Nurse Administrator and Nursing Informatics specializations wishing to further develop their 
advanced practice skills should take NSG5003 Advanced Pathophysiology, NSG6001 Advanced Nursing Practice I, 
and NSG6005 Advanced Pharmacology. Students wishing to further develop their management, administration, 
and technology skills may take LEA5100 Leadership, Organization Theory and Change, LEA5130 Team Building 
and Group Dynamics, MIS5010 Information Technology Infrastructure, and/or PMC6601 Foundations of Project 
Management in place of NSG5003, NSG6001, and/ or NSG6005. In all cases students should work closely with 
their Academic Advisors or Academic Counselors to select appropriate coursework that meets their career needs 
and course prerequisites. 
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https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg5003
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg6001
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg6005
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/leadership/lea5100
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/leadership/lea5130
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/information-systems/mis5010
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/project-management/pmc6601
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg5003
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg6001
https://catalog.southuniversity.edu/nursing/nsg6005


Total Credits 48 
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